School Music Development Plan Summary
Sing Up Curriculum – Two-Year Rolling Programme
School music development plan summary
This summary sets out how the school will deliver high-quality music education across curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences, and the improvements planned for future years. It has been structured to follow the Department for Education (DfE) School Music Development Plan Summary template.
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-2027

	Date this summary was published
	September 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Charlotte Bratley 

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Lincolnshire Music Education Hub

	Main contact at local music hub
	Malcolm Duckels 

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Sing Up



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. The school uses the Sing Up curriculum as its core curriculum framework and has adapted it into a two-year rolling cycle so that mixed-age year groups receive coherent, progressive and age-appropriate musical learning.
Part A: Curriculum music
The school uses the Sing Up curriculum as the foundation for curriculum music. The curriculum is designed to develop pupils as musicians through regular opportunities to sing, play, compose, improvise, listen and appraise, while building musical vocabulary and knowledge progressively.
Two-year rolling curriculum model
To ensure appropriate coverage and progression in mixed-age classes, the Sing Up curriculum has been adapted into a two-year rolling programme. Each mixed-age pair follows the corresponding Sing Up year-level programme across the two-year cycle:
	Year groups
	Year A
	Year B

	Years 1–2
	Sing Up Year 1
	Sing Up Year 2

	Years 3–4
	Sing Up Year 3
	Sing Up Year 4

	Years 5–6
	Sing Up Year 5
	Sing Up Year 6



This structure means that pupils do not simply repeat the same content if they remain in a mixed-age class. Instead, each year of the rolling cycle has a defined body of Sing Up learning, allowing pupils to encounter new repertoire and musical concepts while revisiting and consolidating important knowledge and skills.
Note: EYFS music curriculum follows a different plan. See below for further details. 
Curriculum progression
Singing and vocal development: developing secure pitch, rhythm, diction, breathing, expression, ensemble singing and increasing vocal independence.
Playing and performing: developing control, accuracy, pulse, rhythm, coordination, ensemble awareness and expressive performance using classroom instruments and voice.
Listening and appraising: listening with increasing focus, identifying musical features, making connections between music and its cultural/historical context, and using appropriate musical vocabulary.
Composing and improvising: developing pupils’ ability to create, organise and refine musical ideas using rhythm, pitch, texture, dynamics, timbre and structure.
Musical vocabulary and notation: progressively developing understanding and use of musical terminology and appropriate forms of notation and graphic representation.
Repertoire and cultural understanding: exposing pupils to a broad range of musical traditions, styles, genres, composers and performers through the Sing Up repertoire and wider listening.

EYFS and links to KS1
· Music is a fundamental part of the EYFS curriculum, with singing and playing musical instruments happening daily in Mini Monks, Nursery and Reception. 
Mini Monks and Nursery
Listening, Attention and Understanding. 
· Curriculum areas linked to music:
· Enjoy listening to longer stories and remember much of what happens.
· Pay attention to more than one thing at a time. 
· Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. 
· To begin to notice sounds, actions, or people around them at the same time (e.g. hears a bell while playing with a toy).
· To be able to begin to join in with nursery rhymes
· To be able to perform familiar nursery rhymes and songs.
· To know familiar nursery and songs
Speaking 
· Curriculum areas linked to music:
· Sing a large repertoire of songs. 
· To begin to sing parts of familiar song 
· To know familiar songs
· To sing a large repertoire of songs and join in with familiar actions  
· To know how to manipulate their mouth to make the sound
Expressive Arts and Design
· Curriculum areas linked to music 
· Listen with increased attention to sounds. 
· Remember and sing entire songs.
· Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). 
· Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs.
· Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know.
· Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas
· To responds physically to music (dancing, clapping); shows interest in sounds.
· To know how we can use our bodies to respond to music
· To listen more attentively and begin to express how music makes them feel. 
· To recognise feeling in self such as happy and sad and changes when listening to music
· To talk about what they hear and show emotion or imagination 
· To know how the music made them feel and be able to express that verbally.
· To listen to familiar songs and rhymes.
· To join in singing  songs and begin to pitch match 
· To know the words to songs. 
· To recognise different pitches.
· To match pitch and melodic shape with greater control; sings expressively.
· To recognise pitch and melodic shape.
· Explores instruments for sound.
· To know where the instruments are in the provision.
· Begins to use instruments purposefully, tapping rhythm or exploring tone.
· To know that instruments produce different sounds.
· Plays instruments with increasing control to express ideas or moods.
· To know that we can use instruments to express ourselves.
· To begin to  hum or make up short tunes.
· To know that our mouths create sounds.
· To begin to create simple songs or modify familiar ones.
· To know we can create songs using our mouths
· To improvise or create full songs; uses music to express own ideas.
· To know that we can use songs to express our own ideas.

· In Autumn 2, Mini Monks and Nursery highlight the importance of music from a young age by celebrating Nursery Rhyme Week. 
Reception
· Reception children learn to sing songs and nursery rhymes by heart. 
· Two Little Dickie Birds 
· Humpty Dumpty 
· Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star
· Hot Cross Buns
· Incy Wincy Spider 
· Sing a Song of Sixpence 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 

· Curriculum areas linked to music. 
· To remember the words to a range of songs.
· To sing familiar songs or make up own songs.
· To move rhythmically in response to music
· To know lyrics to familiar songs. 
· To explore and learn how sounds can be changed.
· To create movement in response to music.
· To know that different music can evoke different forms of expression.
· To create patterns of sound, selecting appropriate instruments.
· To know that different music can evoke different forms of expression.
· Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;  Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with music.
· Vocabulary  
· sing, listen, move, explore sounds sound, music, loud, quiet, fast, slow, high, low, voice, beat, rhythm, instrument, voice sounds tap the beat, chant, play instruments, long sound, short sound, music for stories, improvise, choose sounds, perform
· SEND specific questioning
· Can you show me how you made that sound? • Is it loud or quiet? • Can you copy this sound? • Which sound do you like best? • Can you move to the music with me?

These skills and taught vocabulary link directly with the skills and vocabulary the children will learn in Year 1. Pupil’s musical knowledge will be built upon from the early exposure they gain from the EYFS curriculum. 

*See the EYFS Long Term Plan and Medium Term Plan for additional information on their curriculum and where the music links fall within the year. 
Curriculum time and teaching
Music is planned as a regular part of the curriculum rather than as isolated musical events. Teachers use the Sing Up sequence and the school's rolling programme to plan coherent learning, with opportunities to revisit prior learning and deliberately build new knowledge and skills.
Children are taught music lessons for one hour each week and have weekly singing assemblies which are split into KS1 and KS2. 
Each Key Stage has a different ‘Musician of the Term’ which is introduced during an in-class assembly. The Musician is chosen based on their wider impact and musical repertoire and a poster with information on each musician is displayed on classroom doors so children are reminded of each key musical figure regularly and why they are important. The in-class assembly provides an opportunity for children to discuss their taste in music and to be exposed to a variety of genres. 
The school will continue to monitor curriculum time, ensuring that pupils receive sufficient regular music teaching and that the planned curriculum can be delivered with appropriate depth.
Assessment and monitoring
Teachers use the intended learning and progression within Sing Up to identify what pupils should know and be able to do.
Assessment focuses on musical knowledge and skills rather than simply completion of activities. The class teacher records a ‘snapshot’ performance in Autumn term and uploads it to our curriculum OneDrive. This same ‘snapshot’ performance is repeated in the Spring and Summer terms. The performance should be built upon each time in confidence, skill, movement and use of rhythm to demonstrate progression of performance, musical knowledge and musical technique. 
Pupils’ singing, playing, composing, improvising and listening are used as evidence of progression during lessons and subject leader monitoring. 
The music lead will monitor planning, pupil work/performance and curriculum coverage across both Year A and Year B.
The rolling programme will be reviewed annually to ensure that pupils are receiving appropriate progression and that no key learning is missed.
Inclusion and adaptation
Music activities will be adapted so that all pupils can participate meaningfully. Teachers will use modelling, repetition, differentiated parts, accessible notation, varied instruments and appropriate scaffolding where required. The two-year structure provides a clear framework while allowing teachers to adjust the level of challenge for individual pupils.
Sing Up provides useful advice on the Unit Overview page which guides teachers with adapting their lessons for those pupils who need additional support and those pupils needing further challenge. This ensures all children are accessing the curriculum and getting a high-quality musical education. 
As part of our co-curricular musical opportunities offered at Monks Abbey, Rocksteady takes place every Wednesday and multiple bursary places have been offered to help those children who may not have easy access to music and music lessons. This has been invaluable with increasing confidence, musical knowledge and even attendance across school. 
Part B: Co-curricular music
This section records opportunities for pupils to sing and play music outside lesson time, including choirs, ensembles, bands and instrumental or vocal tuition.
School choir / vocal ensemble: Singing Squad 
Instrumental or vocal tuition: Rocksteady 
Singing assemblies for KS1 and KS2. 
Opportunities for pupils to progress from curriculum music into additional musical activity: Lincolnshire Music Festival (annual) 
Future development will aim to ensure that pupils who demonstrate an interest or aptitude in music have clear opportunities to develop their skills beyond the core curriculum, while maintaining equitable access to participation.
Part C: Musical experiences
The school recognises the importance of regular opportunities for pupils to perform, hear live music and experience music as part of school and community life.
Singing in assemblies and whole-school events: KS1 singing assembly and KS2 singing assembly
School performances / concerts / productions: KS1 nativity, LKS2 Easter performance, UKS2 end of year performance, Rocksteady concerts. 
Opportunities to perform to parents, carers or the wider community: Performing at Tesco, performing at Green Synergy Christmas Carol Concert, Rocksteady concert. 
Visits from musicians or performers: Lincoln College theatre performance. 
Trips to concerts or other live musical performances: Year 6 trip to London incorporates watching a West End show, whole school trip to watch the pantomime at Lincoln Theatre Royal. 
Community or Music Hub performance opportunities: Lincolnshire Music Festival. 
The school will aim to ensure that musical experiences complement, rather than replace, the taught curriculum and give pupils meaningful opportunities to apply their developing skills.
In the future
The school will use the following priorities to strengthen the quality, consistency and impact of music provision over the next development cycle.
	Development priority
	Planned action
	Intended impact
	Timescale

	Embed the two-year Sing Up curriculum and the EYFS music curriculum. 
	Complete and maintain a clear Year A/Year B curriculum map for Years 1–6, showing how Sing Up content is sequenced across mixed-age classes. Ensure coverage in EYFS is clear and purposeful and ensure this links to what will be taught as children progress to KS1. 
	Consistent curriculum coverage, clear progression and reduced repetition between year groups.
	2026–27 and ongoing

	Strengthen progression and assessment
	Use Sing Up progression expectations alongside teacher assessment and practical musical evidence to identify what pupils know, remember and can perform. Use monitoring to ensure music is taught consistently across school and that it is of a high quality. Check that ‘snapshots’ are recorded and uploaded three times a year from all classes. 
	Teachers have a clearer picture of musical progress and can identify gaps or next steps.
	2026–27

	Develop teacher confidence and subject knowledge
	Provide coaching around singing, musical vocabulary, modelling, practical musicianship and delivering the adapted rolling program. Ensure staff know they can seek support within school with teaching music. 
	Greater consistency and confidence in music teaching across the school.
	Ongoing

	Develop composition and improvisation
	Ensure that both Year A and Year B contain planned opportunities for pupils to create, perform, refine and discuss their own musical ideas.
	Pupils increasingly understand how musical ideas are created and organised.
	2026–28

	Broaden co-curricular opportunities
	Review choir, clubs, ensembles and instrumental/vocal tuition and identify accessible progression routes for pupils who want to develop further.
	More pupils have opportunities to continue musical learning beyond curriculum lessons.
	2026–28

	Increase musical experiences
	Develop a planned annual programme of performances and opportunities to hear live music, including partnerships with the Music Hub and local musicians.
	Every pupil experiences music as a performer, listener and audience member.
	Annual / ongoing


Further information (optional)
The school will continue to work with its local Music Hub and other music education partners to strengthen curriculum, instrumental/vocal and musical experience provision.
Useful reference points include the Department for Education School Music Development Plan Summary Template and the Sing Up curriculum resources.
DfE School Music Development Plan Summary Template: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-music-development-plan-summary-template
Sing Up Music Curriculum: https://www.singup.org/music/sing-up-music-curriculum/
